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outstanding achievements?   The personal success needs no
emphasising: for the peasant lad, without the aid of money
or schooling or one single influential friend, and living iti
a remote Welsh village, to have raised himself to a position
high in the front rank of British statesmen, was a thing
which well might be called romantic*   If we turn from
what he did for himself to what he did lor others* two
achievements,   perhaps,   stand   our   conspicuously.   First,
he compelled the British Parliament to recognise Wales as
a   political   entity*   When   Disestablishment   had   been
carried in the face of opposition, simply and solely because
it; was the desired policy of a small minority of British sub-
jects, it could no longer be denied that that small minority
were, as they claimed to be, a nation*   Secondly, by the
underlying assumption of all his social legislation! he com-
pletely altered the attitude of the State towards the working
classes*   ! le banished for ever the old idea of class dist inction
as something pertaining to the vrry nature of things,   In
that respect the Limdhouse speech am! its fellows marked
the close of an epoch in our social history*    I leneeforward
it would be difficult to speak of the existence of 4< The
Poor" as anything but a reproach to " The Rich M,   For
the first: time the paramount claims of the community
found full expression in the words of a British statesman
holding high ollicc, and busily engaged in translating ideals
into legislative facts,